
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July, 2009 
 
 
 
Dear               
 
 
We have just heard our Mayor announce the possible closing of many of our public 
libraries if the State does not end the budget impasse very soon. 
 
The Free Libraries in Philadelphia are in every one of our neighborhoods and are 
essential services in these communities.  Usage of the Library resources has increased 
dramatically this year as job seekers use the free public computers to do job searches 
and for children seeking homework help in a safe environment after school (most 
Philadelphia public schools have no libraries!). Seniors come to access information 
about social security and other federal benefits—information now found only online.   
 
Almost half of Philadelphians are without internet access at home.  This crucial resource 
cannot and should not be taken away! 
 
I urge you to pass the two provisions for Philadelphia and the State budget and restore 
the cut to library services.  Now more than ever, we need libraries to serve the 
underserved and those challenged by the economy. Please keep our vital libraries 
open! 
 
 
Sincerely,  
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